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The Adolescent Learner 
Kelly Gibson, School Psychologist 
Dana Iera, School Psychologist 
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Adolescent Biological 
Development 

n Puberty occurs earlier. 
n Hormonal changes lead to changes in 

appearance, self-image, reactions of others, 
and behavior (Steinberg, 2005).  

n In 1910, average age of puberty was at about 
12-14 years of age. 

n As of 2008, most children reach puberty by 11 
years of age and it appears to start about 4 
months earlier every decade. (Combs, 2008) 



+
Characteristics of Early 
Adolescents (Combs, 2008) 

n Desire for independence 
n Growth in importance of the peer group 
n Sexual, emotional, and social maturation 
n Search for values and norms 
n Resentment of authority figures 
n Fluctuation of emotions 
n Development of self-concept 



+
Keep 6th Grade at Elementary 
Schools 

Pros 

n  No change from how it is now 

n  Opportunities for instructional 
support including tier time  

n  Social skill instruction with 
elementary counselors 

n  Immature sixth graders have 
additional year of elementary 

Cons 

n  Limited rotation options for 6th 
grade students 

n  Departmentalization  

n  Fewer Extracurricular Activities 

n  Hinders independence (lines, 
school rules for young students) 

n  Quick transition in/out of Jr. High 
doesn’t allow students to identify 
with school 



+
Move 6th Grade to Oblock 

Pros 

n  Greater transition period (3 
years vs. 2 years) 

n  More space at elementary 
schools 

n  Better fit developmentally  

n  Opportunity for specialization 
for teachers 

n  5th graders have greater 
opportunities for leadership 

Cons 

n  Requires a change by the 
district/community  

n  Some 6th graders may still 
need elementary environment 
(social, instructional, etc.) 
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Enrollment 



+
Current Enrollment 



+
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Area Grade Configurations 
 

In reviewing the Pittsburgh Business Times top 
ranked school districts, the K-5 span is the most 
prevalent, representing 7 of the 14 schools. In 
regard to the middle level span, 7 district employ 
a 6-8 span while 5 employ the 7-8 model. 
 



+
Area Grade Configurations 

!
District' Grade'Spans'

Upper'St.'Clair' K#4! 5#6! 7#8! 9#12!

Mount'Lebanon' K#5! 6#8! 9#12!

North'Allegheny' K#5! 6#8! 9#10! 11#12!

Hampton' K#5! 6#8! 9#12!

South'Fayette' K#2! 3#5! 6#8! 9#12!

Fox'Chapel' K#5! 6#8! 9#12!

Peters' K#3! 4#6! 7#8! 9#12!

Quaker'Valley' K#5! 6#8! 9#12!

Franklin'Regional' K#5! 6#8! 9#12!

PineFRichland' K#3! 4#6! 7#8! 9#12!

Seneca'Valley' K#4! 5#6! 9#10! 11#12!

Penn'Trafford' K#5! 6#8! 9#12!

Bethel'Park' K#4! 5#6! 7#8! 9#12!

Norwin' K#4! 5#6! 7#8! 9#12!

!

Span% Number%of%
Schools%

K32% 1!

K33% 2!

K34% 4!

K35% 7!

K36% 0!
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PBSD Assessment Data 
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6th & 7th Grade Reading 

77.2 
81 

81 

83.5 
85 

90 



+
6th & 7th Grade Math 

86 

88 

83.2 

86 

87 

84 



+

PVAAS Data 
Growth 

~ Measures a student’s growth across time; i.e., across years 

~ Not related to a student’s demographics 

~ Compares student performance to his/her own prior performance 
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EXAMPLE PVAAS 

Green Line is the 
Standard for PA 
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EXAMPLE PVAAS, Not PBSD Data, Sample purposes 

Exceeding 

On Target 

Below 
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GRADE 6 MATH PVAAS 



+
GRADE 6 READING PVAAS 
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GRADE 7 MATH PVAAS 



+
GRADE 7 READING PVAAS 



+
MATH PVAAS 

6th 
7th 



+
READING PVAAS 

6th 7th 



+
SCENARIOS 



+
Scenario 1 
No Change 

Building Enrollment 

Pivik 636 

Center 451 

HP 700 

Regency 238 

Adlai ---- 

Oblock 623 

This option would require a 
Building Renovation to Regency 

Current Enrollment 



+ Scenario 2 
4 Elementary Schools, K-5 

1 Middle School, 6-8 

Building Enrollment 

Pivik 625 

Center 300 

HP 650 

Regeny 152 

Adlai ---- 

Oblock 921 

This option would require Building 
Renovations to Regency & Oblock 

Current Enrollment 



+ Scenario 3 
3 Elementary Schools, K-5 

1 Middle School, 6-8 

Building Enrollment 
w/ 4 

schools 

Enrollment 
w/ 3 

schools 

Pivik 625 586 

Center 300 434 

HP 650 707 

Regency 152 ---- 

Oblock 921 921 

This option would require 
Building Renovations to Center & 
Oblock 

Current Enrollment 
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Scenario Elementary 
Configuration 

Oblock Renovations Costs 

Scenario 
1 

4 K-6 Schools 7-8 Regency ? 

Scenario 
2 

4 K-5 Schools 6-8 Regency & Oblock ? 

Scenario 
3 

3 K-5 Schools 6-8 Center & Oblock ? 


